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The four cases which are related in this paper have come under ray notice in the last two years, and I record them because the poisoning in all of them seems to have been due to the fact that the women were in each case exposed to an atmosphere and surroundings vitiated by effluvia. I shall call them Mrs A., Mrs B., Mrs C., and Mrs D.
Case I.?Mrs A., a strong and healthy young woman, was delivered of her first child in October 1886; she had been for some months living in the same house with a relative who was slowly dying of cancer of the stomach, and who had the usual symptoms of that disease. He died on the same night on which she was confined, and only a few hours after the child was born. The only peculiarity about the labour was that the membranes were retained and had to be removed by the hand inserted within the uterus. The uterus was thoroughly washed out after the labour was over with a strong solution of permanganate of potash. She Case III. was a quite undoubted case of drain poisoning. Recovery went on uninterruptedly until the patient was moved from her bedroom, which was not directly affected by the sewer gas, to the sitting-room, which was in close proximity to a leaking drain. The escape of sewer gas was probably intermittent, and when she first occupied the sitting-room after her confinement, she only got a small dose of it; the disturbance was accordingly not severe.
On the second occasion she must have received a much larger dose of the poison, as the effects were much more striking and alarming. I was led in this case to suspect the drains, as there was nothing else to account for a high state of fever ; there was no local inflammation of any kind, and except on the hypothesis of some atmospheric poisoning, there seemed nothing to account for so serious an attack well on in the fourth week after her confinement.
The effect of removal to a purer atmosphere was immediate and satisfactory, and within a few hours of her removal all anxiety was gone.
In the fourth case I suspected some sewer gas poisoning, partly from the close air of the room and the adjoining W.C., partly from the erratic and continuous character of the fever, while there was very little local inflammatory mischief to be made 
